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idden away in a small pocket between mid-
town Palm Springs and the foothills of the San
Jacinto Mountains are small inns richly steeped in a
‘colorful past of elegance that dates back to the
g:lcssic movie-star years of the 1920s, ‘30s and "40s—
a time when larger-than-life personalities escaped
;‘he glare of public life to secret desert retreats.
Although ’rhey;ve’ been updated, these inns stil
feflecf an Old World charm—and still attract promi-

nent people in search of privacy.

Korakia Pensione Estrella Inn



returning couples recently discovered m tbeu’ room

: the jewelry box they had lost 22 years ago.

Orchid Tree Inn
261 S. Belardo Road ©325-2791
Rates: $9§-$140

Owner Bob Weithorn calls the Orchid Tree Inn “an
amalgamation of what were seven mom-and-pop proper-
ties.” The inn’s architecture covers several decades,
from a restored 1915 house to the crescent-shaped
Albert Frey building of 1957-58. (The Frey building was
built by Herb Foster at Belardo and Baristo roads but
was dismantled and moved to the Orchid Tree grounds
by Foster’s son, Bill Foster, in 1972.) The property has
been a favorite retreat for writers and performers,
including Rosalind Russell, Troy Donahue and William
Holden. Owners Weithorn and Karen Prince have run the
inn since the mid-'80s, although it has been in Prince’s
family since the '50s.

'I'Ine Willows Hisioric
Y Palm Springs Inn

W 412 W. Tahquitz Canyon Way
3200771

Rates: $200-$500

Although The Willows does not open until Apnl
the 1927 Mediterranean-style mansion has a rich histo-
ry. As the winter home of Samuel Untermyer, former U.S.
secretary of the Treasury, the premises played host to
such notables as Clark Gable, Carole Lombard and
Albert Einstein. When Marion Davies, one-time mistress.
of William Randolph Hearst, spent time there, she gut-
ted the kitchen and turned it into a bar so she could par-
ty around the clock. (Food was sent in.) The eight-room
mansion has been restored to its former grandeur by
Traci Conrad and Paul Marut.

Ingleside Inn







